
 
 

RAPPAHANNOCK-RAPIDAN FOOD POLICY COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes – January 18, 2018 

 
 
Members Present:    
Linda Blair   Chair and Orange County Representative and Chair  
Michelle Edwards  RRRC Liaison Member 
Amanda Grove  Education Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Jessica Palmer   Farmland Preservation & Conservation Technical Adv. Member 
Rebecca Sheffield Gartner Vice-Chair and Culpeper County Representative 
Susan Vidal   Madison County Representative 
Tom Weaver   Processing and Distribution Technical Advisory Member 
 
 
Members Absent: 
Kirsten Dueck   Health Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Clyde Firman   Consumption Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Kenner Love   Rappahannock County Representative 
Ray Pickering   Fauquier County Representative 
Ken Smith   Production Sector Technical Advisory Member 
 
Guests: 
Jim Hankins   Fauquier Education Farm 
Michael Sands   Rappahannock County Farmer 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order by Linda Blair, Chair, and introductions were made. New 
Council members Amanda Grove and Tom Weaver were welcomed. 
 
 
Fauquier Education Farm 
Jim Hankins, Fauquier Education Farm 
Jim Hankins presented an overview of Fauquier Education Farm’s volunteer opportunities and 
classes, including a new incubator farm program.  Handouts on the Farm’s various programs and 
classes were provided to attendees (see attached). 
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Mr. Hankins stated the incubator farm program will have space for four participants to each farm 
one quarter-acre plot.  Michelle Edwards asked how long the beginning farmers will be able to 
use their incubator farm plot, to which Mr. Hankins replied three years.  The first year will be 
free, while the second and third years will cost $100 each to participate in the program.  
Participants will also need to have a business plan that is reviewed each year, and sign an MOU 
with the Education Farm. 
 
Michael Sands asked whether the Education Farm’s beginning farmer program will change as a 
result of Virginia Tech’s federal grant for the program running out.  Mr. Hankins responded that 
the Education Farm is still using the same curriculum for its beginning farmer classes, but 
funding is now coming from a different source.  Ms. Edwards offered RRRC and the Council’s 
support for the Farm’s outreach efforts in the future. 
 
Mr. Hankins presentation and program handouts are available on RRRC’s food system webpage 
at www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html.    
 
 
Regional Food Marketing Update 
Michelle Edwards, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission (RRRC) 
Ms. Edwards provided an update on the Purely Piedmont campaign to market the region’s 
locally grown food and beverages.  Window clings with the Purely Piedmont logo and website 
address are now available thanks in part to a suggestion from a farmer in the region who signed 
up for the label program.  Production of the window clings was funded by RRRC’s Farmers 
Market Promotion Program (FMPP) grant.  Several members took stacks of them for distribution 
during upcoming events, and quantities have also been provided to locality Tourism Directors. 
 
RRRC secured a state-level trademark for the Purely Piedmont brand from the Virginia State 
Corporation Commission.  The trademark currently covers fruit, vegetable, meat and dairy 
products, but not beverages.  In order to apply for a trademark, evidence must be provided of the 
mark’s use in the category being applied for.  Once that evidence can be secured from beverage 
producers in the region, RRRC will apply for those categories.  (See 21VAC5-120-100 
Categories 29 and 31 for a full listing of products currently covered by the Purely Piedmont 
Trademark at https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title21/agency5/chapter120/section100) 
 
Ms. Edwards provided an update on the budget balances for the FMPP grant being funded by the 
United States Department of Agriculture. Copies of the budget spreadsheets for each grant 
partner for the first year of the three-year grant were distributed to attendees (see attached).  A 
spreadsheet that included 5th quarter spending, which ended December 31, 2017, were also 
provided for the regional marketing program.  Ms. Edwards explained that her staff hours were 
higher for the first year due to work spent developing the Purely Piedmont program, and the 
learning curve in complying with the grant’s reporting requirements.  In subsequent years, the 
majority of grant funds allotted to the regional food marketing program will be spent on 
advertising and marketing materials. 
 
 

http://www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title21/agency5/chapter120/section100
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Additionally, Ms. Edwards shared the following notable statistics from the grant’s first annual 
report (Oct 2016 – September 2017):  

• 160,000 Consumers, farmers or buyers reached 

• 37,000 reported they gained knowledge on how to buy or sell local food 

• Created or maintained 40 jobs 

• Assisted 8 new beginning farmers in going into local/regional food production 

• 70% of Tween Rivers Trail members saw an increase in customers 

• Culpeper Farmers Market saw an 11% increase in attendance at its education programs 
marketed through the grant 

• Sales at the Madison Farm Market increased by 70% 
 
Mr. Sands requested that Ms. Edwards bring informational materials on the Purely Piedmont 
label program to the Rappahannock County Agricultural Conversation on January 20.  Ms. 
Edwards agreed to bring the FAQ sheets, which include registration information. 
 
 
George Washington Carver Food Enterprise Center Update 
Rebecca Sheffield Gartner, Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Rebecca Sheffield Gartner stated that work at the George Washington Carver Center in Culpeper 
County is continuing to progress. New windows in keeping with the original style have been 
installed across the first floor, and renovation of the room that will house the alumni museum is 
complete. 
 
The George Washington Carver Agriculture Research Center applied for an $81,000 grant from 
the Ohrstrom foundation to develop an architectural plan for the Food Enterprise Center and to 
conduct a soil study of the campus.  It would also develop a preliminary engineering report for a 
new wastewater treatment system for the Food Enterprise Center.  A new drain field is needed to 
handle the kitchen’s wastewater, which will have a higher Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) 
than previous uses of the school. 
 
Culpeper County is also applying for a $2.2 million Community Viability grant for work at the 
Carver school including $387,450 for the Food Enterprise Center. The George Washington 
Carver Food Enterprise Center is pursuing 401c3 status after which the Center will enter into a 
lease with County.  Additionally, the George Washington Carver Research Center is entering 
into an MOU with Virginia State University for the University to conduct beginning farmer 
training at the Carver school, including workshops in Spanish.  
 
Ms. Gartner distributed flyers for a cottage food workshop she will be holding on March 13, 
1:00-4:30pm at the Carver school (see attached).  The snow date for the workshop, entitled 
“How to Start a Homebased Food Business,” is March 20th.  Ms. Edwards agreed to provide her 
with the Purely Piedmont Producer FAQ sheets for the event. 
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Farm-to-School Meeting Update 
Michelle Edwards, RRRC 
Ms. Edwards provided a status update on plans to hold a farm-to-school meeting with public 
school staff in the region.  She has had difficulty in securing a date that works all of the school 
nutrition directors.  Greg Beamer, Culpeper County School Nutrition Director, mentioned that he 
was busy during school hours with a state report due at the end of January.  She also has not 
received a reply from Madison County’s nutrition director. 
 
Ms. Blair asked what the goals of the meeting are.  Ms. Edwards responded the intent is to 
discuss schools’ needs, challenges and potential solutions related to farm-to-school. Possible 
outcomes could be a regional farm-to-school grant to purchase equipment or conduct outreach, 
or recommended changes to school procurement policies for example.  After discussion, the 
decision was made to hold the meeting on February 7 at 3:30pm, since all but one of the 
potential attendees who responded to the poll preferred to meet after school hours.   
 
Ms. Edwards stated that the Virginia Department of Education is also holding Virginia Farm-to-
School meetings around the state, including one at the Visitor Center in Warrenton on February 
13 at 9:00am-3:00pm.  She will be attending the meeting and distributed meeting fliers to 
attendees (see attached).  Ms. Edwards stated that she spoke with Trista Grigsby, who is heading 
the state-level event, about coordinating the two efforts.  Ms. Grigsby previously worked as the 
Rappahannock County School Nutrition Director should be a great technical resource moving 
forward. 
 
 
Future Meeting Scheduling and Agenda Development  
Jessica Palmer requested that future Council meeting times be moved earlier.  After discussion, 
Ms. Blair stated that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 20, 2018, at 5:30 pm in 
RRRC’s conference room.  Food Policy Council meeting materials will be available on RRRC’s 
food system webpage at www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html. 
 

http://www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html
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